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NEWSLETTER È October  201 1 

 

 

Address: c/o SMCC, 162 Austin Road, Kowloon   Tel: 2724 2771   Fax: 2724 2719  

Email: stmaryspsa@gmail.com   Website: www.stmaryspsa.org  

 

                         

Message from our Patron  

Ms.  Catherine Wong, Principal of SMCC  
 

 

Dear Alumnae, 

 

Here at St. Maryõs, we are into a challenging academic year! 

 

First and foremost, this is the double cohort year 

whereby every school has the last group of F.7 students 

doing the Advanced Level and the first group of F.6 

students doi ng the Diploma of Education Examinations. With 39 classes the school campus does look a 

little more crowded, especially during morning assembly gatherings. As with all schools, F.6 students 

and teachers are faced with undue pressure, induced by the new aca demic structure , so everyone has 

to work extremely hard and be more supportive of one another!   

 

Another big challenge is that our Through Train has finally arrived .  Now, all primary pupils from our 

two feeders, St. Maryõs and Holy Angelõs Canossian Schools, automatically enter the secondary 

without screening. We expect a certain impact caused by the student intake. To be better prepared 

for a smooth transition, principals and teachers of the three schools have been working closely for 

the past few years,  seeing to every aspect, from academics to co -curricular activities and student 

quality. The teachers of the feeder schools have put in a lot of effort in raising academic standards 

and helping the pupils do their best. We had a small inauguration ceremony  during the Orientation 

Day for new students and their parents to mark the beginning of the endeavour.  

 

There certainly is a much wider diversity in academic ability in our new F.1 students with a range of 

interests and talents to be explored and develope d! With our ground work and our adoption of various 

strategies, teachers are doing their best with the understanding that some newcomers would need a 

longer period than others to rise up to the rigorous academic requirements. One thing we notice at 

this po int in time is that we are enc ouraged by their good behaviour! As Sr. Cynthia our Supervisor 

said, we have to change our mind set and efforts from ̪ ̫to  ̪ ̫!    

 

We believe that God is with us in every step of our way . Following the footsteps of our F oundress, 

with òOne Heart and One Way ó, we strive to make the impossible possible . We continue to live by our 

vision: òIt is Godõs greatest glory that each and every St. Marian will be honoured and distinguished 

as she is and what she can become.ó 

 

God bless and do remember us in your prayers!  

 

Ms. Catherine Wong  

 
Ms. Catherine Wong (3 rd  from right) celebrating 
with guests on stage at the Through Train 
Inauguration Ceremony on Orientation Day.  
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Message from our Patron  

Ms.  Maria Cheung, Principal  of SMCS  
 

Dear St. Marians,  

 

Godõs joy be with you all! 

 

As always, I would like to update you with the current events 

of the primary school. I õm sure you know that September, the 

beginning of a new academic year, is a challenge for our Primary 

one pupils. But it is a challenge for our new teachers as well.  

 

This year we have eight new staff, including five teachers, one 

librarian and two janito rs. In order for them to adapt and cope 

with the new environment, we provide them with professional 

guidance and support through an induction system which involves senior teachers and peer groups.  

 

As for our new Primary One pupils,  there is the òBig Sisters Schemeó run by our Discipline and 

Counselling Team during the first two months  of school . For the m, physical location s are challenging!  

They get easily confused with the direction going to the washroom, the library, the general office, 

the music room,  etc. It is not uncommon for a Primary One pupil to approach me during recess  and 

tells me  that she wants to go back to òher kindergartenó! This new life i s really stressful for her.  

 

This year, we continue to focus on learning 

diversity in order to enhan ce the quality and 

effectiveness of classroom teaching and 

learning. And starting from September 2012 , 

Primary One of  SMCS will adopt Small Class 

Teaching approach, which is also coherent to 

our òThrough Trainó development. We believe 

that  this  will bring enormous benefit to the 

pupils by enhancing their learning capacity.   

 

Another important issue is to create an environment for the pupils òto learn for the futureó. In order 

to achieve this purpose, we research resources for curriculum and teacher develop ment. This year, 

we are grateful to have subsidy from the Quality Education Fund to run a project  named òDeveloping 

Teaching and Assessment Strategies of Higher Order Thinking Skills in General Studiesó. A core 

team is set up to facilitate this program. Re gular co-planning sessions are arranged at different 

levels to implement this theme.  

  

Last but not least, we all know that teaching also involves helping pupils acquire social skills and a 

proper attitude towards events in life. Hence we encourage interac tion and active pupil participation 

in various school activities. Now, with IT facilities, the learning experience in the classroom is quite 

different from the time when you were in St. Maryõs. Pupils are expected to learn not only from the 

teachers, but a lso from their peers and the Internet.  Our goal is that when this new generation of St. 

Marians step out into the real world, they will be ready to cope with their new environment and are 

prepared to meet new challenges.  

 

Best regards,  

                                                   Ms. Maria Cheung 

 
Ms. Maria Cheung and Sr. Maria Lit prayi ng 
together with pupils at the School Re -opening 
Ceremony.  

 
Primary One pupils celebrated their 50 th  day at school with 
teachers and classmates.  
 



 
3 

PSA News -  Executive Committee 2011 - 13 
 

The new SMPSA Executive Committee was elected at the Annual General Meeting on 26 March 20 11. 
 

 

Chairman  

Justina Law, 198 0õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Advertising  

Interests : Movies, Karaoke,  

Catching up with  old friends  
 

Vice Chairman  

Annie Choi, 1970õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Office of the Commissioner of 

Insurance  

Interests : Golfing, Cookery  

 

Vice Chairman  

Angela Liu, 1980õs (F.7) 
 

Job : University Administrat ion  

Interests : Tennis 

 

Honorary Legal Secretary   

Jody Sin, 198 0õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Mediation  

Interests : Karaoke, Cookery  

 

Honorary Treasurer  

Barbara Chu, 1980õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Department of Health  

Interests : Reading, Music, Tennis 

 

Honorary Secretary  

Ellie Wong, 1970õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Social Welfare Department  

Interests : Music, Reading, Badminton 

 

Membership Secretary  

Monica Wong, 1970õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Principal Medical & Health 

Officer, Department of Health  

Interests : Cross-stitching  
 

Social Convenor  

Becky Lui, 2000õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Hotel A dministration  

Interests : Eating, Music, Movie s, Gym 

 

Publication Secretary  

Petty Lai, 198 0õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Transport and Housing Bureau  

Interests : Music, Travelling, Reading  

  

 

Publication Secretary  

Katherine Mak, 199 0õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Lawyer  

Interests : Travelling, Reading, Music  

 

Committee Member  

Susanna Chung, 1980õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Mother of 2 , Charity Volunteer  

Interests : Yoga, Travelling  

 

Committee Member  

Angela Leung, 1980õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Home Maker , Charity Volunteer  

Interests : Chinese Calligraphy, Yoga, 

Cookery & Travelling  

 

Committee Member  

Mabel Leung, 1960õs (F.7) 
 

Job : Home Maker  

Interests : Swimming, Yoga, Ikebana 

 
 

Committee Member  

Jasbir Pannu, 1970õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Human Resources 

Interests : Reading, Golfing  

 

SMCC Teacher Liai son   

Mr s. Queenie Mui, 1990õs (F.5) 
 

Job : Teacher  

Interests : Reading, Dancing, 

Watching Drama  
 

SMCS Teacher Liaison  

Mrs . Christine Ng , 1990õs (F.5) 
 

Job: Teacher  

Interests : Reading, Swimming, 

Cookery  
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School News ð Canossian Global Youth Conference 20 11  

 
The Canossian Global Youth Conference 2011 was 

successfully held in July, 2011. The seven -day 

conference was jointly organised by a group of St. 

Marians and Sacred Heart ists  who committed 

themselves to the promotion of humanity and started 

the prepara tion work at the beginning of the last 

scholastic year. This July, 101 high school students from 

East Timor, the Philippines, India, Macau and Hong Kong 

gather ed at our school to discuss three global issues, 

namely Energy Security, Fair Trade and Public He alth . 

 

The week of aspiring and enlightening events c ame to a 

pleasing conclusion with the acronym òPRICEó lasting  in the 

minds of our Canossian youths. Be PREPARED, be 

REFLECTIVE, be ready to take INITIATIVES, be 

CONNECTED and have the EAGERNESS to striv e for 

excellence are the qualities we should all bear.  Our journey 

of hard work in achieving our motto òGlobal Perspective with 

Local Initiatives ó was accompanied all along by a melody of 

friendship and the loving Canossian Spirit.  

 

The success of CGYC 11 was achieved with the support of 

many. It is the highest honour of the organising committee to witness the strong bondage of St. 

Marians, both past and present, many of whom served as facilitators, and offer ed their advice a nd 

financial support. It is in  Godõs love that we could together live and pass on the Canossian spirit  of 

Humility and Charity.  

 

 

School News ð Annual Dramas 2011 & 2012  

 

The 2011 school 

play òPanDoraó 

won great 

applause from the audience at all five performances  staged in 

the SMCC Hall in April 2011.   The story was developed by 

students  on the basis of the famous Greek legend Pandoraõs 

Box.  Produced and directed by Mr. Geoff Oliver and co -

directed by Ms. Eudora Lee, with music composed by students 

and choreography by alumna Mary Ma k. 

 

The tradition goes on.  òMRS.  BAGGINSó is named t he School 

Drama 2012.  The story , inspired by the novel òThe Hobbit ó by 

J.R.R.Tolkien, is about hobbits, dwarfs, a wizard and a dragon.    

Casting has been announced in mid October.  Mr . Oliver and 

the gi rls, as well as all participating teachers, have already  

started the first rehearsal .  So mark your diary now ð 20-28 

April 2012.  We shall keep you posted of ticketing information.  

 
 

Thanks to everyone for another good show!  
 

 

 
Past student volunteers s erved as facilitators 
during group discussions.  

 
Participants  shared an exciting moment on stage during 
the Cultural Night.  
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Alumna Feature ð Prof .  Nancy Ip   
 

òPersevere and be prepared to pursue your dreams with  
focused enthusiasm and drive.ó 

 
Probably few of us would ever attempt to understand how nerve cells 

communicate with each other.  Yet, this is a major research focus of Prof. 

Nancy Ip, a St. Marian who was guided by her passion to pursue  studies on 

the other side of the Pacific, at a time when woman scientists were rare.  

Prof. Ip spent the early part of her scientific career in the US. After 

obtaining her PhD . degree in pharmacology in Harvard, she continued her 

scientific training as a postdoctoral fellow at Harvard and Sloan -Kettering 

Institute in New York. Thereafter, she left the academia to work as a 

Senior Staff Scientist at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc.  Prof. Ip returned 

to Hong Kong in 1993, and is now one of few 

internationally  acclaimed woman life scientists.  

 

The youngest of five girls of the Ipõs family, all of whom are St Marians, 

Prof. Ip was once a student of her eldest sister in primary school.  Prof. Ipõs 

13 years at St Maryõs made such an impact on her that the footage of the 

school was included in one of her video interviews in 2004 when she was 

honored with the òLõOreal-UNESCO for Women in Science Awardó.  The 

interview can be viewed  here * .  This is a prestigi ous international award 

which honours accomplished woman scientists around the world, and is 

considered to be comparable to the Nobel Prize, except that it focuses 

solely on women. 

 

Currently Dean of Science, Chair Professor of the Division of Life Science , and Director of the State 

Key Laboratory of Molecular Neuroscience at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, 

Prof Ipõs expertise and efforts are well recognised all over the world : 

- First Chinese Laureate of the LõOreal-UNESCO for Women in  Science Award  

- First international member being elected Councilor of the 

Society for Neuroscience  

- Elected Councilor of the Collegium Internationale Neuro -

Psychopharmacologicum 

- Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences  

and the list goes on é 

 

So isnõt the US a better place for top-notch scientists to 

make further advancements?  One of the main reasons Prof. 

Ip returned to this part of the world was to help educate 

the next generation of scientists in Hong Kong and 

Mainland China, where her roots  lie.  It gives her great 

pleasure and joy as she sees young men and women maturing 

into scientists.  Prof. Ip is also delighted to learn that St. 

Marians continue to develop girls into solid and well -rounded young ladies, although she would like to 

see more of them enter the science field.  

 

 
Enthusiastic students getting their best out of 
Prof . Ipõs sharing. 

 
Prof. Nancy Ip  

 
Prof. Ip in her primary 
school days. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR3Pg2HzUrk
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òPersevere and be prepared to pursue your dreams 

with focused enthusiasm and drive.ó --  A piece of 

advice from Prof. Ip to all young women aspiring to be 

scientists, which is equally true for any pursuit.  This 

is indeed a valuable and easily recognisable 

characteristic among St. Marians, whether at school 

or at work.  And this echoes perfectly with SMCCõs 

motto: one heart and one way.   

 

Prof. Ipõs professional achievement is complemented 

by a loving family.  Both her  son and daughter have embarked on their own professional career s, as a 

medical doctor and a business analyst  respectively.   Women nowadays definitely have greater 

exposure to a wider range of opportunities.  Are we making the best out of the opportunities  

available to us?  Are we prepared to pursue our own dreams with persistence and determination?  
 

*http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR3Pg2HzUrk  

 

Teacherõs News ð Mr. Philip Lee  

 

History  does repeat itself.  Mr . Philip Lee won a national award 

a year ago - First Place Grand Award at the 25 th  China 

Adolescents Science & Technology Innovation Contest 

(Teaching Aid) ̱

̲, and he won another  award this year - First Prize 

(Teaching Aids for  Teachers) of the Hong Kong Youth Science 

and Technology Invention Competition  2010-11 ̱

2010-11 ̲ ̲with the  project 

title of  Micro Gravitation Experiments.  

 

Launched in 1997, the òHong Kong Youth Science and 

Technology Invention Competitionó is now the largest and most 

popular science competition in Hong Kong with nearly 10,000 

applicants from over 300 schools  participating in this annual 

event.  Donõt let the word òyouthó in the title mislead you ð it 

does have a section for  teachers.  And of course thatõs the prize won by  Mr . Lee! 

 

We are  grateful for Mr . Leeõs commitment to teaching all these  years, and are so happy to see his 

enthusiasm repeated ly rewarded  with great recognition.   Mr . Lee has set  a good example in accept ing 

new challenges.  It shouldnõt be long before we see the young generations of St . Marians receivi ng 

similar honours.  

 

 

Class Reunion News  

 

The Class of 1961 will be celebrating their 50th anniversary reunion on 7 November 2011 ( Mon).  

There will be a campus visit in the morning and activities to follow.  To reconnect with the group, 

please contact The resa Cheung at * tcheungsss@yahoo.com. 

 
Organizing a reunion for your class? Let our Membership Secretary know and we can include 

your news on the newsletter and the website.  Email to *membershipsec@st mar yspsa.org .  

 
Happy rendezvous! 

 
Mr . Philip Lee with his winning project  titled 
òMicro Gravitation Experimentsó.. 

mailto:membershipsec@stmaryspsa.org



